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FROM STREET fOOD TO STREET FAME:
HOW SURVIVAL AND AMRBITION SPARKED A GLOBAL PHENOMENON
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SYNOPSIS

LOGLINE From Street Corner Hustle to Pop-Culture Boom

Backstreet to the American Dream is an award-winning documentary that reframes the American narrative about Latino immigrants
through contrasting portraits of old-school loncheras and rock star gourmet food trucks that ignited a $2-billion global phenomenon.

SHORT SUMMARY

Backstreet to the American Dream — an award-winning documentary championed by Jarritos and Executive Producer Dolores
Huerta, a Presidential Medal of Freedom honoree — builds empathy and common ground by reframing the American narrative
about Latino immigrants through opposing portraits within the $2-billion global food truck phenomenon.

Set against the backdrop of Los Angeles, birthplace of the food truck pop-culture explosion, the bilingual feature explores the grit,
resilience, and cultural pride of the immigrant experience fused with American ambition, bridging social divides through street food.
Lauded for its rich and vibrant storytelling, the 90-minute story juxtaposes two wildly different food trucks: Grill 'Em All, a heavy-
metal gourmet burger rock star and first-season winner of The Great Food Truck Race on the Food Network, and El Pescadito, an
old-school mariscos lonchera that has parked at the same blue-collar swap meet since 1982,

Adding historical depth, the film features a stunning four-minute animated sequence — winner of two Special Jury Awards as a
standalone short — narrated in English, Spanish, and Nahuatl. It traces the evolution of street food from Ancient Mexico to South LA.

Winner of 16 awards — including two Best Documentary honors, Best Food Film, and the Highland Park Independent Film
Festival’'s Humanitarian Award — Backstreet to the American Dream has screened at 14 festivals (including Dances With Films,
Newport Beach, Sonoma, San Antonio, Workers Unite - NYC and Ethnografilm Paris), as well as at universities and cultural centers
across the U.S. and Europe. Topical and urgent, the film explores pop culture and family traditions, formal and informal economies,
and the fragility of democracy in the deeply human struggle for equal opportunity, dignity, and freedom.
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“This documentary highlights'Social injustice and inequalities that exist in the U.S.”
-Franck Lemperle, Feature Films Programmer »
Newport Beach Film Festival

EDUCATIONAL SCREENINGS

e 03.22.2025 - CSULA Mesoamerican Symposium e 09.24.2022 - Texas A&M SA (TAMUSA)

* 08.03.2024 - Chicano Resource Center e 09.21.2022 - Trinity University (Campus-wide)

e 12.08.2023 - Smithsonian Initiative/JANM e 09.21.2022 - Trinity University (Class)

* 10.10.2023 - UCLA Alumni/Labor Center e 09.20.2022 - UIW - HEB School of Business

e 04.13.2023 - Nat. Hispanic Cultural Center e 09.19.2022 - Brick at Blue Star

* 11.10.2022 - USC ASE Dept. e 10.13.2021 - NuyoRican Poets Cafe

e 10.11.2022 - SF State University e 10.12.2021 - Fordham University

e 09.28.2022 - Cal Poly Pomona e 10.12.2021 - Columbia Grad School of Journalism
» 09.27.2022 - San Jose City College e 09.16.2021 - UArizona Journalism School

"Backstreet to the American Dream is the intersection between immigration, workers' rights,
social justice, and the informal economy. It's the kind of film | love to show my students at
the beginning of the quarter, so they can understand the issues we will cover."
-Professor Gaspar Rivera-Salgado, Project Director at UCLA Labor Center
* University of California, Los Angeles

MEDIA | PRESS

2022 2021
e 10.06.2022 - NBC4/CA Live e 12.04.2021 - CCNMA: Ruben Salazar Nat. Journalism Award
* 09.23.2022 - KensS5 (NBC San Antonio)  11.02.2021 - Latina.com
e 09.22.2022 - The Mesquite News e 10.17.2021 - Newport Beach Independent Newspaper
* 08.02.2022 - Kens5 (NBC San Antonio) e 10.10.2021 - KTTV: In-Depth (Hal Eisner)
e (07.29.2022 - La Prensa Texas e 10.07.2021 - WPIX Morning Show
e (07.31.2022 - San Antonio Reporter e 08.27.2021 - Mexican Consulate in LA
* 08.05.2022 - Fronteras (Texas Public Radio) ¢ 08.23.2021 - LA Daily News
e 04.04.2022 - Film.io Inside Series e (08.18.2021 - En Casa con La Plaza

e 03.19.2022 - Fandor Festival Podcast

DONATE - TAX-FREE

&4 documentary.org/project/backstreet-american-dream

FOR BOOKINGS & PRESS INQUIRIES
B4 Info@BackstreetFilm.com | & 213.632.8078
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https://www.instagram.com/p/CU7qwndrke5/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/CU-pF4mJIN5/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/CU8njZNlc47/?img_index=1
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/cube-projects-hosts-backstreet-to-the-american-dream-at-the-brick-tickets-418288521227
https://www.uiw.edu/hebsba/news-and-events/events/2022/film-screening-and-qa-backstreet-to-the-american-dream.html
https://backstreetfilm.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Trinity-Backstreet.pdf
https://backstreetfilm.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Flyer-TAMUSA-Backstreet-02.jpg
https://www.instagram.com/p/Ci_jClnrFdJ/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/CjGf9kRAb1B/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CjyRlQAglVl/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CkocE2Tjme2/
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cq-Jw_TLSQ2/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CyewmzSp3xL/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C1PnDWfRduW/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C-3gQH9SIDO/?igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D
https://www.instagram.com/p/DI71cx5Rct_/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fzRFWkx1zw4
https://www.dailynews.com/2021/08/23/patricia-nazario-spent-10-years-chronicling-las-food-trucks-to-make-backstreet-to-the-american-dream/
https://www.facebook.com/events/229117405883867/?acontext=%7B%22ref%22%3A%2252%22%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22%5B%7B%5C%22surface%5C%22%3A%5C%22share_link%5C%22%2C%5C%22mechanism%5C%22%3A%5C%22share_link%5C%22%2C%5C%22extra_data%5C%22%3A%7B%5C%22invite_link_id%5C%22%3A2051777908311062%7D%7D%5D%22%7D
https://pix11.com/news/morning/backstreet-to-the-american-dream-film-traces-origins-of-food-truck-industry/
https://www.foxla.com/in-depth/in-depth-celebrating-hispanic-heritage-month
https://www.newportbeachindy.com/nb-film-fest-documentary-highlights-two-sides-of-the-food-truck-industry/
https://latina.com/qa-with-backstreet-to-the-american-dream-director-patricia-nazario/
https://www.ccnma.org/2021-salazar-finalists
https://keyframe.fandor.com/fandor-festival-podcast-ep-50-patricia-nazario-international-journalist/
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cb7dyvsA-sI/
https://www.tpr.org/podcast/fronteras/2022-08-05/fronteras-new-documentary-examines-social-justice-and-the-american-dream-through-food-trucks
https://sanantonioreport.org/san-antonio-film-festival-2022/
https://laprensatexas.com/watch-backstreet-to-the-american-dream-this-wednesday-august-3-at-the-radius-center/
https://www.kens5.com/article/entertainment/san-antonio-film-festival-event-schedule-movies-entertainment-2022/273-aa8e98f5-e947-48bf-9b9c-2a64086c63a1
https://mesquite-news.com/documentary-seeks-to-expand-conversations-around-struggles-of-immigrant-entrepreneurs/
https://www.kens5.com/article/entertainment/food-truck-documentary-san-antonio-free-screening-backstreet-to-the-american-dream/273-01a045c6-4c31-43b5-b4e7-d3fdfaca8e24
https://www.nbclosangeles.com/california-live/there-are-millions-of-stories-that-are-yet-to-be-told/3001423/
https://backstreet.allyrafundraising.com/
https://patricianazario.com/
https://backstreetfilm.com/
https://vimeo.com/backstreetfilm
https://www.youtube.com/@MasaRevolution
https://www.instagram.com/backstreetfilm/
https://www.facebook.com/BackstreetToTheAmericanDream

CAPRI MADDOX

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
LOS ANGELES DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL
AND HUMAN RIGHTS
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